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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM Alexander Dickie 

 

Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents 

or carers? 

I am entirely opposed to the Bill’s aim. I feel that term “assault” is a misrepresentation of 

what is involved when a caring and loving parent chooses to smack their child. The existing 

“reasonable chastisement” qualification is an excellent guard against abuse. 

I am a High School teacher and in the last 12 years I have worked in two state schools. I 

have come across a number of children who have been damaged by "adverse childhood 

experiences" but any instances where physical violence has been a factor – it has been of 

an extreme and malicious type. 

The clinical psychologist Jordan Peterson is often misrepresented and smeared, but I’ve 

heard very few people tackle and counter his points in a logical and rational manner. In his 

“self-help” book “12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos” (particularly in the chapter “Do not 

let your children do anything that makes you dislike them”) he explores the different 

outcomes associated with different methods of parenting. I’d strongly encourage committee 

members to read or listen to this. 

 

Are there any equalities and human rights issues raised by the approach taken in the 

Bill that should be considered? 

It is a concern that Scottish Government – which identifies as progressive – has already 

fallen short of the “right to privacy and a family life” under the European Convention on 

Human Rights with its plans for the Named Person scheme. This Bill seems again to 

disregard fundamental rights of the family. 

In our increasingly diverse nation, it is a very divisive and dogmatic step to outlaw practices 

that are prevalent in many of the cultures that make us up – and are perfectly accepted and 

acceptable in the vast majority of nations and cultures around the globe. 

 


